


Land of Nephi Research Project
Salama Guatemala 2004 -2008

Dr F. Richard Hauck, Dr. Ray Matheny, Dr Deane Matheny, 
Joe V. Anderson, Dr Richard Terry and Robert Roylance.

Richards Terry was in relation to ancient agriculture and 
Robert Roylance spent parts of two summers trying to 
establish good relationships with the indigenous villages.  
This public relations efforts was designed to get 
permission to excavate in some of their properties.

This table represents the culmination of their work:

“During Dr. Haunch's investigation, almost every one of 
the fory criteria in the table was confirmed.  Therefore, we 
tink that a 95 probability exits that the Salama Valley is 
the area where the city/land of Nephi was located 
together with other cities and and such as Shilom, 
Shemlon and the Waters of Mormon.

The Pasion River Research Team has added additional 
evidences that add more credibility to the claim that 
“Salama Valley’ and the surrounding area fits well with 
Book of Mormon geography requirements.
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Establishing Jerusalem's Location  



Locate the Landslide the caused the waters to 
“come up” and submerge Jerusalam

3 Nephi 9:7...the city of Jerusalem and the inhabitants thereof; and 
waters have I caused to come up … 
The massive landslide dammed up water so it would “come up”.

Alma 24:1…the Lamanites granted unto him (Amulon) should 
be…over the people who were in the land of Shemlon, and in the land of 
Shilom, and in the land of Amulon.

Alma 24:1…the Lamanites who were in the land of Amulon, and also in 
the land of Helam, and who were in the land of Jerusalem, and in fine, 
in all the land round about…

Alma 21:2 Now the Lamanites and the Amalekites and the people of 
Amulon had built a great city, which was called Jerusalem.

Alma 21: 1 Aaron took his journey towards the land which was called 
by the Lamanites, Jerusalem, and it was away joining the borders of 
Mormon.

Based on these scriptures the city Jerusalem should be near the 
following locations.  Helam, Shemlon, Shilom, Amulon and the 
Forest of Mormon.

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/bofm/alma/24?lang=eng&id=10-11#note1a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/bofm/alma/24?lang=eng&id=10-11#note1b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/bofm/alma/24?lang=eng&id=10-11#note1c


Looking South
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20 And Alma and his people departed into the 
wilderness; and when they had traveled all 
day they pitched their tents in a valley, and 
they called the valley Alma, because he led 
their way in the wilderness.

Evidently, Alma felt safe in the Valley of Alma because they had 
left Lamanite territory.  Ordinarily, if they had stayed in Lamanite 
Territory,  they would have to travel many days in order to avoid 
the Lamanites.
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